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JOANNE LUCAS — BRAVERY AWARD 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: I want to speak about Jo Lucas, one of my constituents. Jo has 
recently been awarded the second highest civilian bravery award, the Star of Courage. I happened to go down to 
the beach on the day that Jo saved Jason Cull. I got there a bit too late. I do not know what would have happened 
if I had had to go out into the water! I happened to see the shark on the day. A lot of people think about things 
and do not do them. However, Jo goes by that old saying, “If it’s going to be, it’s up to me.” She went into the 
water. It was very dangerous. The shark was still there, and other people were in the water. However, she did not 
hesitate. I congratulate her. A lot of other people were involved on the day. Members of the surf club were there, 
and there was a nurse. Once Jo had Jason in the shallows, they went into the water and to Jason’s assistance. 
Jason probably has not received any recognition for what he did. He actually stuck his fingers in the shark’s eye 
to try to get it away from him. Jo said, according to my notes — 

“When I got there he thanked me for coming to save him and I introduced myself, saying ‘hi, I’m 
Joanne and I’m going to take you back in now’—it was all very calm … 

This person is a wife, and a very good basketball coach. She used to coach against me. She is a hero in 
everyone’s eyes. I am sure that Amy, Cody and Jack, her three beautiful children, and her husband, Rob, are all 
very proud, as are all the people of Albany. 
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